
School Board Meeting Minutes

Laurel Tree Charter School

6/7/22 at 6 PM

https://zoom.us/j/97199293884?pwd=Y1JBU2xWUTBvUGFOYlU1WUtKTDdMZz09
Meeting ID: 971 9929 3884

Passcode: x2GGFp

1. Call to Order: 6:02 pm.  Board in Attendance:  Josh Nikolauson, Star Mohatt,
Tom Leroy, John Scaglione, Liz Larsen, Kai Vaughan.  Public in Attendance:
Mary Burke, Diane Woodward, Sal Ingrelli.  Staff in Attendance: Brenda Sutter

2. Adopt the minutes: Star Mohatt motioned to adopt the minutes, Kai
Vaughan seconded.  In favor:  Josh Nikolauson, Star Mohatt, Tom Leroy, John
Scaglione, Liz Larsen, Kai Vaughan. Opposed: none.  Abstentions: none

3. Adjustments to the Agenda: none
4. Adoption of Agenda: Josh Nikolauson motioned to adopt the agenda, John

Scaglione seconded.  In favor:  Josh Nikolauson, Star Mohatt, Tom Leroy, John
Scaglione, Liz Larsen, Kai Vaughan. Opposed: none.  Abstentions: none

5. Land Recognition: We recognize that we are on the unceded tribal territory
of the Wiyot people.  This recognition is a starting point for further
conversation and education.  We thank and honor these caretakers and carry
their stewardship from time immemorial forward as part of the education of
the next generation.

6. Recognitions: Brenda recognized Claire Ajina, our school psychologist, for
her excellent work and for getting us through a very hard year.  She leaves us
next year to teach at HSU and continue her private practice.  We are so
grateful for her support and professionalism this year.   Josh recognized Claire
Brandt, our fourth-grade aide, for her great work this year.  She’s leaving us to
move to Washington.  We really appreciated her amazing work in Ali’s class
this year.

7. Public Comment on items before the board: The public is invited to join in
our discussions.

8. Information/Discussion Items:
a. Discussion of the high school trip and travel at Laurel Tree in the

future. We reviewed the summary of the trip and the medical
report.  In hindsight, testing earlier and masking on the bus would

https://zoom.us/j/97199293884?pwd=Y1JBU2xWUTBvUGFOYlU1WUtKTDdMZz09


have allowed us to catch it earlier and slow the spread.  Since we
brought it with us onto the bus, we’re not sure that would have
altered the outcome.  Discussion around how we might design trips
differently in the future: smaller travel groups in vans instead of
one big bus, more time in one spot, flexible itinerary that would
allow us to stay in one place and treat mild illnesses within the
confines of the trip.  Having a medical person along will be
crucial.

b. Neighborhood News presented by Kimberley White. Kim was not
present, but Josh talked about the grant the city received for
Carlson Park and the improvements to the Valley West
neighborhood it will bring.

c. Discussion of cost analysis for the new school.  Brenda will bring
two options to the Board for discussion.
https://www.americanmodular.com/sustainable-modular-classroom
s/ American Modular’s estimate was not less expensive than the
estimate from Whitchurch.  The Board expressed interest in going
with a local company.  We also want to reach out to CR’s building
program, Lonny Grafman at H.S.U, and CCAT to see if we can get
some community collaboration for our project.

d. The application submission for preliminary apportionment for our
school site has been completed.  We’ll discuss what happens next
and what the likely timeline will be. We will hear about our
application next fall.  In the meantime, we will pursue getting a
conventional loan for comparison and move forward with
developing plans.

e. Design for Belonging by Susie Wise.  This is a book that the staff
is reading at Staff Retreat this year.  We want to focus on creating
systems that invite parents in and we’d like to include the Board in
this process. This is part of our LCAP - Goal 1: A Strong
Connection with Families, Students, and Community. We
discussed developing a Board Committee to further develop
systems/events/opportunities for fostering connection.  We will
send out a survey before the staff retreat to help inform our
planning and will bring back what the staff develops to the Board
Committee for further work.  We discussed having two different
surveys, an anonymous one to get a sense of where we are, and
another one to survey family interests and availability.  Having a
syllabus for all middle/high school classes was suggested as a way
to help parents know what their child is studying.

9. Action Items:
1. Approval of the A-G Grant (reviewed at the last two meetings)

Kai Vaughan motioned to approve the A-G Grant, John Scaglione

https://www.americanmodular.com/sustainable-modular-classrooms/
https://www.americanmodular.com/sustainable-modular-classrooms/


seconded.   In favor:  Josh Nikolauson, Star Mohatt, Tom Leroy,
John Scaglione, Liz Larsen, Kai Vaughan. Opposed: none.
Abstentions: none

2. Board must assert a state of emergency every month.  It must
state that it directly impacts the safety of our community to
meet in person. Josh Nikolauson motioned to assert a state of
emergency, Star Mohatt seconded.  In favor:  Josh Nikolauson,
Star Mohatt, Tom Leroy, John Scaglione, Liz Larsen, Kai Vaughan.
Opposed: none.  Abstentions: none

10. Future Agenda Items: Budget and LCAP,
11. Next Board meeting: June 27th (public hearing on budget and LCAP)

and 28th (Board approval of LCAP and budget).
12. Adjournment: 7:10 pm


